New Oriel Hall – an introduction
www.neworielhall.org.uk 
The New Oriel Hall is a community hall situated in Larkhall serving the north east of Bath and the outlying villages of Swainswick, Woolley and Tadwick.  Everyone who views New Oriel Hall is impressed by the light and airy atmosphere of the building. This was a derelict Victorian School which pigeons had colonised, where it was possible to see daylight both through the roof and walls.  It is now a large complex including 2 large halls, a social area and 3 meeting rooms.  

As a busy community hall, the New Oriel Hall is host to a diverse range of community groups, classes and events, as well as being regularly hired out for private functions such as wedding receptions, wakes, exhibitions and parties. Over 40 groups use the hall on a weekly basis, and an estimated 25,000 people use the hall every year. All this enables the hall to be financially self-sustaining. 

The building is owned by the New Oriel Hall charity, overseen by a board of Trustees and a Management Committee, and run on a day to day basis by 2 part-time staff, with help from a number of committed volunteers. 

Its history
In 1924, Oriel Hall, a small wooden structure, was built on land in the Swainswick valley which had been previously owned by James Shackell, the great-grandfather of Robert Shackell, a current Trustee.   He had sold it in 1922 to three men, (Rev. Halley Freeman, Ernest Miles and Travis Wright) for £33.10s to build the village hall.  The name derives from Oriel College, Oxford, which formerly owned the land since 1544, along with considerable other property locally.  

Exactly 70 years later, in 1994, the little hall along the A46 was destroyed to make way for the Batheaston Bypass which traversed Solsbury Hill, sparking much local controversy.  However, George Cacanas and other Trustees of the hall had the foresight to demand restitution, so the Department of Transport was obliged to provide a replacement.  

A painstaking search of 8 years ensued, examining at least 13 locations, but no land was found with sufficient access.  Then the Trustees discovered a neglected school building, located in the heart of nearby Larkhall.  This was the original St. Saviour’s School, engraved “A.D. 1845” and owned at the time by City of Bath College.  The building had been used for some years by the Youth Training Scheme (YTS), Adult Education and two independent Small Schools, after which it was left vacant, deteriorating into a boarded-up eyesore.  This free standing, formerly elegant building with an adjacent car park was perfect.  Planning permission was granted in September 2001 and building work began in 2002.
Construction work was mostly funded by the Highways Agency, but generous contributions were also given by The Bath Rotary Club, The Norie Trust, BA&NES Adult and Community Education Service, and the Prince of Wales Duke of Cornwall.  

The building

At a cost of £1.25 million and after extensive building works, the refurbished premises reopened in May 2004 for use as a community hall, with all elements of the building fabric meeting building regulations current at that time including insulation, sound proofing and double glazing. The visionary architect, Ronald Leask, paid great attention to detail with the use of wood, light and colour, in order to preserve the integrity of the old building while adding new dimensions and levels.  He sadly passed away in January 2010 and will be remembered fondly.
A large main hall, social area and kitchen, office and toilets were fitted in the original building space, and an additional small hall, meeting rooms, new steps, ramp and gardens were also created at the time of the refurbishment. A dilapidated outside toilet block has been more recently refurbished (2009) to provide workshop and storage space.

The present and future
Our aim at the New Oriel Hall is still the same as in 2004 - we want to make the place where we live a stronger community by offering a wide range of opportunities to everyone, enabling people to come together to learn new skills, hold meetings, celebrate special occasions or just relax and make new friends. 

In order to do this, the staff and Management Committee continually work to enhance the operation of the hall and what it offers to the community. As well as the day to day running of the hall, current and planned developments include:

· Development of new community activities at the hall, particularly for the older generation 

· Installing wireless internet connection throughout the hall

· An on-going energy efficiency programme including installation of solar panels to generate electricity (and additional income)
· Putting cycle racks and ramp near the main entrance
· Recruitment of new members to the Management Committee and Trustees
· Working to achieve Hallmark 3: the highest level of a quality mark for Village and Community Halls, demonstrating that the hall has reached high standards of operation and management. The New Oriel Hall was awarded Hallmark levels 1 & 2 in November 2010 
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